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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    
The statement “… contextualizing the current trend of 

increasing academic fraud and corrupt practices in 

quality assurance and accreditation processes …” that 

appears in the abstract of Jacques and Muriel [1] article is 

highly suggestive of how immense the problem of 

academic fraud is and how the problem is made worst by 

the actions of some stakeholders. 

In this (short) editorial we define academic fraud as any 

form of academic dishonesty or misconduct that is 

involved in an academic exercise/activity [2]; and we 

recognize teachers, professors/faculty members, and all 

those involved in academic decision making (especially 

the principal officers of universities, the controllers of 

examinations, etc) as the stakeholders. We proceed and 

identify the various types of academic fraud ranging 

from plagiarism to bribery. Then, we carefully site some 

brief instances where stakeholders had failed in their 

duties. And we peripherally present the 

challenges/problems resulting from academic fraud. We 

(finally) resound some advice to ears of the stakeholders. 

Many further readings are suggested and scholarly 

articles are widely cited in this editorial, but still we do 

recommend that more quantitative research be done on 

this topic and we encourage researchers to make 

available recent and highly relevant information on this 

topic. 

 

 

TYPES OF ACADEMIC FRAUDTYPES OF ACADEMIC FRAUDTYPES OF ACADEMIC FRAUDTYPES OF ACADEMIC FRAUD    
Scholars have carefully classified the highly diversified 

academic fraud into some eight types, namely: 

Fabrication, Cheating, Deception, Plagiarism, 

Impersonation, Bribery, Sabotage, and Professorial 

misconduct. We briefly define each of them below, and 

we encourage readers who are interested in further 

information regarding these to refer to more 

comprehensive texts available through the cited 

references [2-8]. 

 

FabricationFabricationFabricationFabrication    
Fabrication encompasses falsification/counterfeiting of 

academic material, information (such as data, references, 

etc) or activity (such as exercise, assignment, etc). 

 

CheatingCheatingCheatingCheating    
Cheating is any form of taking or providing any kind of 

academic assistance in any formal academic activity as 
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against the laid down rules governing the concerned 

academic activity. As the definition portraits, cheating 

can vary considerably, and the term essentially covers 

both the act of giving and the act of obtaining academic 

assistance in a formal academic activity as against the 

laid down rules governing such academic activity. It is 

heartbreaking (otherwise, interesting) to know that many 

stakeholders are often found to be repeatedly guilty of 

this particular type of academic fraud. 

 

DeceptionDeceptionDeceptionDeception    
Deception should be clearly contrasted to Fabrication. 

For example, while fabrication might involve cooking up 

data, deception ranges from lying about an inability or 

misconduct to providing falsified excuses to cover up 

negligence in academic duties.  

 

PlagiariPlagiariPlagiariPlagiarismsmsmsm    
In the recent times (as against in the antiquity) plagiarism 

is often seen as a very severe academic fraud and a moral 

offence [9]; and it has been defined by Nelson [10] as “the 

use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of 

another author and the representation of them as one's 

own original work.” Recently, plagiarism often take the 

form of (the very easy) “copying” of others work(s) or 

statements from electronic materials (especially from the 

internet and eBooks) and using then as/in ones own work 

(without the necessary, correct, and due 

acknowledgement of the source). Many students, 

professors, and many others professionals in various 

fields are fond of this fraud. 

 

ImpersonationImpersonationImpersonationImpersonation    
Impersonation is an academic fraud in which a person 

other than whom the academic testing activity (such as 

examination, assignment, presentation, etc) is meant for 

appears for the academic testing activity and presents 

him/herself as the “actual right” person such that the 

whole (or sometimes, part of the) academic activity is 

undertaken by the impersonator on behalf of the “actual 

right” person. 

 

BriberyBriberyBriberyBribery    
This is also a common academic fraud. It involves the 

payment of some material things or services (to the 

person or authority in charge of some academic decision) 

for the sake of unduly obtaining certain academic 

rewards/excellence (e.g. passing a test), when actually 

such academic reward is supposed to be earned only by 

due academic effort. Cash payment and sexual 

harassment have often been found to be associated with 

this academic fraud. 

 

SabotageSabotageSabotageSabotage    
This involves intentionally taking active actions to 

prevent others from completing their academic activity. 

It is very common in situations where graded success in 

academic activities are used in ranking students in 

way(s) that such ranks are very important and the ranks 

are used as predictors of some future successes – and 

thus used in decision making. Very common examples 

are seen in situations where a student disrupts other 

students’ practical works; and where a student prevents 

other students their deserved and desired access to 

academic (e.g. examination preparation) resources, etc. 

 

Professorial Professorial Professorial Professorial MisconductMisconductMisconductMisconduct    
It is safe to say that professorial misconduct encompasses 

all forms of academic fraud from the “superior 

authority” (say, from a professor, examiner, etc) towards 

student(s).  This academic fraud often has bias as a 

central part and may involve so high degrees of bribe 

and sexual harassment. Also, it is often characterized by 

students’ mark/performance inflation. 

    
    
SOSOSOSOME BRIEF INSTANCES WHERE ME BRIEF INSTANCES WHERE ME BRIEF INSTANCES WHERE ME BRIEF INSTANCES WHERE 
STAKEHOLDERS HAD FAILED IN THEIR DUTIESSTAKEHOLDERS HAD FAILED IN THEIR DUTIESSTAKEHOLDERS HAD FAILED IN THEIR DUTIESSTAKEHOLDERS HAD FAILED IN THEIR DUTIES    
Even though many people have strongly associated 

academic frauds with students, it is worthy of note that 

the part played by some stakeholders in the various 

notorious kinds of academic frauds should not be 

neglected: in fact such ugly actions should be remarked 

and publicized. 

Truly, there are many notable instances where the 

decision makers and heads in many academic units have 

actively participated in some forms of academic fraud or 

the other. 

Recalling the incidence at the notable University of 

Manitoba where there have being some lingering crises 

concerning the conditions on which a PhD student had 

been said to have fulfilled the requirement for the award 

of Doctor of Philosophy degree when actually there 

appear to be stronger evidences against this potentially 

claim. In fact, reliable sources did claim that the student 

had failed the compulsory PhD examination twice; and 

that he was just supposed to be withdrawn from the 

doctorate program [11-13]. Careful consideration of the 
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situation suggests how stakeholders can actively or 

passively initiate, support, and/or cover (some forms) of 

academic insincerity/fraud. 

Another instance is the case of severe plagiarism that a 

notable Indian Professor [14] and his (former) PhD 

student are accused of. It is documented that this teacher 

(who at that time was a Professor and formerly was the 

director of distance education at Bangalore University 

(BU), Karnataka State, India) allowed his PhD student to 

submit a word-for-word copy of the his (i.e. the 

professor’s) own PhD thesis as a novel work by the 

student and thus allowed the student to be awarded the 

highest possible degree – PhD [15, 16]. 

These cited examples are highly incredible, and it is very 

sad to know that these (cited) instances are merely a tip 

of the iceberg; and that many similar and worst cases 

exist and reoccur, with just only a very few are being 

detected and far fewer are getting documented. 

Bribery also makes the ugly incidences uglier. Quite a 

number of teachers, supervisors, examiners, etc have 

been found guilty of academic fraud and bribery. One 

could imagine how worst it is to know that some of those 

whose only job is upholding academic standards and 

making the students go the right way do just the 

opposite. A number of such cases have been reported in 

many qualifying examination in many parts of the world 

(for example, in Unified Tertiary Matriculation 

Examination in Nigeria, and in West African Senior 

Secondary Certificate Examination in many West African 

Countries). 

 

    
PROBLEMS PRESENTED BY ACADEMIC FRAUD PROBLEMS PRESENTED BY ACADEMIC FRAUD PROBLEMS PRESENTED BY ACADEMIC FRAUD PROBLEMS PRESENTED BY ACADEMIC FRAUD 
(A PERIPHERAL APPROACH)(A PERIPHERAL APPROACH)(A PERIPHERAL APPROACH)(A PERIPHERAL APPROACH)    
Frankly, academic fraud presents the entire humankind 

with enormous problems, and it is just impossible to 

overemphasis the possible problems that could result 

from academic fraud. For the sake of simplicity, one may 

categorize the problems resulting from academic fraud 

into two main types: immediate problems, and long-term 

problems. 

The immediate problems range from making 

examinations results (and other forms of academic 

judgments) insensitive, unspecific, unreliable, and/or 

invalid. These lead to making wrong decisions and 

committing unacceptable (type I as well as type II) errors. 

Here, one ends up classifying a “wrong person” under 

the “right category”, and a “right person” under the 

“wrong category”, thereby putting a round peg in a 

square hole since the evidences (e.g. the examination 

results) on which important decisions are based do not 

correctly show/indicate who the cap fits. These 

misclassifications invariably yield the long-term 

problems associated with academic fraud. 

Since academic fraud causes misclassification and the 

putting of less qualified people in vital positions, the 

whole population ends up taken unreasonable risks, 

since important decisions (that would affect the whole 

population) would now be in the hands of those with 

unqualified minds. This is in addition to the fact that 

they spoil the labour market, and make everything go 

just in the direct opposite of good. The worst long-term 

results occur when the products of academic fraud (the 

“wrong graduates”) end up in the academic sector, and 

they become the new stakeholders, and they produce 

more products of academic fraud (“wrong graduates”), 

and the cycle goes on and on and on. 

  

 

CONCLUSICONCLUSICONCLUSICONCLUSION ON ON ON     
We conclude that academic fraud has a lot of havoc and 

has no good whatsoever, and that the parts played by the 

stakeholders are significant. We emphasis that the worst 

problem from academic fraud is its ability to form a 

vicious cycle (which is both self sustaining and 

incremental). And finally we charge the stakeholders and 

call their attentive attentions to these menaces and 

encourage them to strike out all forms of academic fraud 

because this is their responsibility – otherwise academics 

(as well as the virtues in our world at large) would 

become less valuable day-in-day-out. 

 

 

REFERENCESREFERENCESREFERENCESREFERENCES    
[1] Jacques H, Muriel P. Academic fraud, 

accreditation and quality assurance: learning from 

the past and challenges for the future. Report: 

Higher Education in the World, 2007. Available 

from: http://upcommons.upc.edu/revistes/ 

bitstream/2099/8108/1/hallak_poisson.pdf Last 

accessed: April, 2011. 

[2] Wikipedia. Academic dishonesty. Available from: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_dishonest

y Last accessed: April, 2011. 

[3] Cohen P. Your mission is ... academic fraud and 

theft are a growing problem as researchers 

struggle to keep to an ethical code that is never 

talked about. Now some of science's top names are 



World J of Engineering and Pure and Applied Sci. 2011;1::::4444  ISSN 2249-0582 

Salawu, 2011.Salawu, 2011.Salawu, 2011.Salawu, 2011. Academic Fraud 

 

OPEN 

ACCESS 

© Research | Reviews | Publications, 2011 
http://www.rrpjournals.com/ 

OPEN 

ACCESS 

taking up the fight to keep the profession honest. 

New Science 1999;62(2193):38-41. 

[4] Hilbert GA. Academic fraud: Prevalence, 

practices, and reasons. Journal of Professional 

Nursing 1987;3(1):39-45. 

[5] Eckstein MA. Combating academic fraud: towards 

a culture of integrity, Paris. International Institute 

for Educational Planning, 2003. Available from: 

https://bvc.cgu.gov.br/bitstream/123456789/2633/1/

combating_academic_fraud_towards.pdf Last 

accessed: April 2011. 

[6] Malgwi CA, Rakovski CC. Combating Academic 

Fraud: Are Students Reticent about Uncovering 

the Covert? Journal of Academic Ethics 2009;7:207-

21. 

[7] Malgwi CA, Rakovski C. Behavioral Implications 

of Evaluating Determinants of Academic Fraud 

Risk Factors. Journal of Forensic & Investigative 

Accounting 2009;1(2):1-37. 

[8] Sheard J, Dick M, Markham S, Macdonald I, 

Walsh M. Cheating and plagiarism: perceptions 

and practices of first year IT students. Proceedings 

of the 7th annual conference on Innovation and 

technology in computer science education, June 

24-28, 2002, Aarhus, Denmark.   

[9] Jack L. The Perfectly Acceptable Practice of 

Literary Theft: Plagiarism, Copyright, and the 

Eighteenth Century, in Colonial Williamsburg. 

The Journal of the Colonial Williamsburg 

Foundation 2002;24(4):51-4. 

[10] Stepchyshyn, Vera; Robert S. Nelson (2007). 

Library plagiarism policies. Assoc of College & 

Resrch Libraries. p. 65. ISBN 0-8389-8416-9. 

[11] Macleans.ca. Prof suspended after taking 

university to court over waiving academic 

requirements for doctoral student. Available from:  

http://www2.macleans.ca/tag/phd/ Last accessed: 

April 2011. 

[12] CBC News. Man. prof not backing down from 

PhD lawsuit – Manitoba. Available from: 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/story/2

011/01/02/man-lucacs-cp-profile-exam-

anxiety.html Last accessed: April 2011. 

[13] CBC News. University in court to fight prof's 

challenge – Manitoba. Available from: 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/story/2

011/01/20/mb-university-challenge-math-exam-

lukacs-winnipeg.html Last accessed: April 2011. 

[14] The Hindu.  Plagiarism Governor urged to act 

against BU teacher. Available from: 

http://www.hinduonnet.com/2003/06/17/stories/20

03061701870500.htm . Last accessed: April 2011. 

[15] DNA India. Karnataka high court  Take action 

against Mylarappa - Bangalore. Available from: 

http://www.dnaindia.com/bangalore/report_karna

taka-high-court-take-action-against-

mylarappa_1517075 Last accessed: April 2011. 

[16] IBNLive. Bangalore prof in plagiarism row - India 

News. Available from: http://ibnlive.in.com/news/ 

plagiarism-row-rocks-bangalore-university-prof-

under-fire/20284-3.html Last accessed: April 2011. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT / / / / SOURCE OFSOURCE OFSOURCE OFSOURCE OF SUPPORT SUPPORT SUPPORT SUPPORT        
Nil  
 

CONFLICT OF INTERESTCONFLICT OF INTERESTCONFLICT OF INTERESTCONFLICT OF INTEREST    
No conflict of interest was declared by authors. 

  

 

How to Submit Manuscripts 

Since we use very fast review system, and since we are dedicated to publishing submitted articles with few weeks of 

submission, then the easiest and most reliable way of submitting a manuscript for publication in any of the journals 

from the publisher Research, Reviews and Publications (also known as Research | Reviews | Publications) is by 

sending an electronic copy of the well formatted manuscript as an email attachment to rrpjournals@gmail.com or 

uploading it at http://rrpjournals.com/blog/SUBMIT-MANUSCRIPT.php 

Submissions are often acknowledged within 6 to 24 hours of submission and the review process normally starts within 

few hours later, except in the rear cases where we are unable to find the appropriate reviewer on time 

Manuscripts are hardly rejected without first sending them for review, except in the cases where the manuscripts are 

poorly formatted and the author(s) have not followed the instructions for manuscript preparation which is available 

under the Instruction for Authors link at http://www.rrpjournals.com/InstructionsForAuthors.html . While preparing 

their manuscripts Authors are strongly encouraged to make use of the appropriate templates available at 

http://www.rrpjournals.com/FormsAndDocuments.html  

Research | Reviews | Publications and its journals have so many unique features such as rapid and quality publication of 

excellent articles, bilingual publication, some of  which are available at http://www.rrpjournals.com/uniqueness.html 
 


